
NAME: SS#:    
REGARDING: 

 UFCW Unions and Participating Employers Health and Welfare Fund 

EMPLOYER: Shoppers Food LOCAL: 27  
DATE OF HIRE: 
PLAN:                   

November 6, 1998  
Y 

STATUS: Part Time

ISSUE: Hospital/Medical – Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist,  
Late Appeal 

#M25/106-7260 

FUND RULE: 
"Anesthesia Services 
The Fund covers the services of a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist ('CRNA') when administering anesthesia, but only if an 
anesthesiologist is not also administering anesthesia. If you receive anesthesia and the Fund is billed for the services of both a 
CRNA and an anesthesiologist for the same operation, the Fund will pay only the anesthesiologist, not the CRNA. Services of a 
CRNA are only covered if an anesthesiologist has not billed the Fund." 
(Plan Y SPD, July 2018, Page 107) 

"Review of a Denied Claim
If your claim is denied, you (or your authorized representative) may, within 180 days from receipt of the denial, request a 
review by writing to the Board of Trustees." 
(Plan Y SPD, July 2018, Page 187) 

The participant is appealing the denial of a claim for a CRNA (Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist) for her spouse. The 
participant states, in summary, that they were expecting to pay a portion out of pocket but were shocked to receive this bill for 
anesthesia. The participant states they were aware that insurance would only cover an anesthesia doctor but were never told 
that there was going to be an anesthesia nurse involved with this procedure. The participant states had they been aware of 
this, they would have refused the nurse and/or the procedure entirely. 

Fund records indicate Lifebridge Anesthesia Associates submitted claims for both an anesthesiologist and a CRNA that provided 
anesthesia services during the participant's spouse's surgical procedure on August 20, 2024. The Fund office paid the claim for 
the anesthesiologist, up to the limits of the Plan. The Fund office denied the claim for the CRNA. 

ACTION:  Approved   Denied Tabled   

COMMENTS: 

Date(s) of Service: August 20, 2024  

Claim(s) Received: September 5, 2024  

Claim(s) Denied: September 5, 2024  

Appeal Received: April 16, 2025 (43 days late)

SUMMARY:












